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Corrections to Billy Altman's 
Laughter's Gentle Soul 
(with a few comments thrown in)
[Additional corrections by David Trumbull are noted with letters "DT" after note.]

13
Line 4: For Maragalo read Margalo. 

19
Re the chapter title: The line from the hymn parodied by young Bobby Benchley goes "Mercy drops around us falling", not "are falling". 

23
Line 2: See above.


Last line, and first line of page 24: The institution is properly referred to as the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. 

35
A humorous anecdote is placed in a brownstone on Beacon Street, Boston, (P. 35) while the earlier biography by Benchley's son places it in a brick house in Louisburg Square (off Mount Vernon Street), Beacon Hill, Boston. Brownstones are uncommon in Boston, while brick houses are typical of the Beacon Hill neighborhood, so Altman's details appear to be incorrect. [DT]

40
End of second paragraph: The title of Mr. Benchley's lecture "Though the Alimentary Canal with Gun and Camera" was borrowed by George Chappell for a book published in1930. Mr. Benchley wrote the introduction to it. 
41
End of second paragraph: The names of Anthony Constalk and the Blotch and Awed Sorority are (as any Bostonian will know) parodies of a self-appointed censor called Anthony Comstock and his Watch and Ward Society. And I wonder whether Constalk is a typo and the name of the character was actually Cornstalk. 

43
Eight lines from the bottom: For lace read place. 

50
Paragraph 2, lines 5 and 6: The Philadelphia office of the Curtis Publishing Company was the head office, not a branch. 

77
Paragraph 2, line 5: For Greuning read Gruening. This error persists throughout the book. See below. 

81
Line 5: For Greuning read Gruening. 

82.
Eight lines from the bottom: For 177 Church Street read 117 Church Street. [DT]

87
Last line: I think the name Clarence Wood should be Clement Wood. 

90
Line 4, last word: For also read alone. 

98
Line 16: Stephen Leacock was Canadian, not British. 

106
Second line from bottom: For Gladys read Grace. Grace George (1879-1961), not Gladys George (1900-1954) was the wife of Brady. [DT]

107 
Paragraph 3, line 5: The organization is properly referred to as the United States Food Administration. It was headed by Herbert Hoover. 


Third line from bottom: For Gladys read Grace. [DT]

Photograph section: 


Page 3 (Edmund and Bobby): Despite the caption, Edmund was no longer a West Point cadet when this picture was taken. He is wearing the uniform of an officer in the U.S. Army infantry. 


Page 10 (Robert and Gertrude aboard ship): For Bremin read Bremen.


Page 18 (caption to picture on opposite page, reading "Relaxing at the Garden in the late 1940s): Mr. Benchley, unfortunately, didn't live to see the late 1940s. 

130
For Greuning read Gruening on lines 5, 10, 12, 13-14, 19, 22, 23, 36. 

131
For Greuning read Gruening on lines 7, 12, 16, 23. 

132 
Line 4: By French War Cross Altman means the Croix de Guerre. 


Fourth line from bottom: For Greuning read Gruening. 

133 
For Greuning read Gruening on lines 17, 20, 22, 24, 27, 34. 

134 
For Greuning read Gruening on lines 9, 11. 

140
Line 9: For refering read referring. 

144
Paragraph 3, line 3: For discernable read discernible. 

155 
Paragraph 2, line 4: For Florence read Florenz. 


Fourth line from bottom: Eva Tanguay was not an actress per se but a musical comedy and vaudeville soubrette. 

157 
Third line from bottom: After World War I a red chevron was worn by honorably, not dishonorably, discharged soldiers. 

167 
First word: For availed read prevailed. 


Second line from bottom: For Mankiewiecz read Mankiewicz. 

170 
Paragraph 2, line 8: For sufragettes read suffragettes. 

175 
Paragraph 3, line 4: For Greuning read Gruening. 

195 
Paragraph 2, line 5: for was read has. 

196 
Line 8 (for the last time): For Greuning read Gruening. 

197 
Line 8: For Gallagher and Sheen read Gallagher and Shean. 

202 
Paragraph 3, line 3: For kibbitzing read kibitzing. 

204 
Paragraph 3, line 3: for town's read club's. 

209 
Eighth line from bottom: For England read Canada. 

211 
Paragraph 2, line 9: For by read on. 


Paragraph 3, line 10: For canvas read canvass. 

214 
Paragraph 2, line 7: For Tiney read Tinney. 

222 
Line 7: For drowned read downed. 

229 
Sixth and seventh lines from the bottom: Jimmy Durante's place was called the Club Durant not the Durant Club.
247 
Third line from the bottom: Delete the extra a. 

249 
Line 16: For "it isn't so the manner" read "it isn't so much the manner". 

257 
Paragraph 3, line 5: For Poker read Literary. 

272 
Paragraph 3, line 3: For Railroad read Rail Road. (That's how the Long Island styled itself in those days - still does, I think.) 

292 
Paragraph 2, line 8: United Artists was not a studio but a film releasing and distributing organization. Nazimova was never associated with it. 

293 
Dietrich could not have been present at the Party in 1927. She didn't get to Hollywood until 1930. 

313 
Line 7: For Frederic read Fredric. 

317 
Line 4: For Arthur read Oscar. 

321 
Line 4: For Scarlet read Scarlett. 

336 
Paragraph 2, line 1: For disatisfaction read dissatisfaction. 

345 
Line 3: For Frederic read Fredric; for lawyer read doctor. 


Line 12: For Frederic read Fredric. 

347 
Line 4: For less read les. 


Third and fourth lines from bottom: In the event, the four new pieces Mr. Benchley agreed to write didn't make it into Inside Benchley. They appeared posthumously in Chips Off the Old Benchley. 

356
Line 13: Elliott Nugent was more actor than writer. 

357 
Thirteenth line from bottom: For hardwritten read handwritten. 

358 
Paragraph 2, line 11: Not Hildegarde Neff (real name Knef). In 1945 she was a 20-year-old stage actress in Germany, unknown in the United States. The person Altman means was a supper club singer who billed herself simply as Hildegarde. (She is also mentioned on page 326.) She died in the summer of 2005 at the age of 99. 

359 
Paragraph 2, line 10; paragraph 3, line 2: Is it Regent or Regency? 

360 
Paragraph 2, line 7: For September read November. 

#

